
GEF NEWS Ð Fall 2005

The Groton Education Foundation awarded 20 grants for 2005-2006 total almost $10,000. GEF
Board members distributed checks to teachers during school the week of December 12th.

Fourteen different educational institutions will benefit from this year’s grants.  Congratulations to
all of the recipients and thanks to all who have contributed. Below we have listed all of the grant
recipients along with a brief description of the project.

Awardees                     Institution                         Description

Clough                           West Side Middle School                Student Garden/Landscaping design project at GPS Admin Building
Winter                            Fitch Middle School                        Nature’s Classroom Field Trip
Bayseuiz & Paivno        Sacred Heart                                    Mad Science Traveling Classroom Visit
Congdon                         Pleasant Valley                               Classroom Pets Project for special needs students
Pombrio                         Eastern Point                                   Parent/Child early literacy intervention project
Barnes                           West Side Middle                            Soup group/Lunch bunch: improve practical math skills in real project
Pierson                          Groton Heights                                Parent literacy course
Supples                         Grasso Tech                                     Purchase Equipment for a Digital studio
Carle                              Bill Memorial Library                     Bill Library Coloring Book Program
Brodie & Franco            Pleasant Valley                               Purchase of Learning Backpacks for special education
Knobloch & Theadore   Charles Barnum                              Videotape camcorder purchase
Lathrop & Holby           S. B. Butler                                      Speaker visit on dinosaurs
Horler & Timpano         S. B. Butler                                      Quilts & literature: Joint Kindergarten/5th grade storytelling and literature.
O’Friel                           Sacred Heart                                    Teacher consultation program for R.I.S.E.N.
Donahue                        Mystic & Noank Library                 Summer reading program: “Paws, Claws, Scales and Tales.”
Mitchell                         Groton Public Schools                     Summer reading program
DeMaio                         Fitch Middle School                         Purchase of Digital Camera and supplies for “self portrait” project.
Poris                              Noank Elementary                           Book Nooks: To support Connecticut Family Literacy Initiative
Chapman                       Sacred Heart                                    Field Trip to “Dinosaur Crossing”

Many of the grant requests and awards this year addressed the growing need in our educational
system for resources to assist the special needs that many students have in our society today.
Some also targeted greater involvement by parents in the education of these students.

 Sandra Barnes at West Side Middle School will be using a grant to improve the practical math
application skills of 8th grade special education and remedial math students.
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Nancy CongdonÕs grant will enable her Pleasant Valley pre-school special needs students to
start developing the skills needed to care for and interact with animals as pets.

Susie Brodie and Mary Beth Franco at Pleasant Valley will be purchasing school/home
Thematic Learning Backpacks that are designed to improve the link between school and home
and foster a greater involvement by parents in their special needs children’s reading skills.

Donna Pombrio at Eastern Point will be using her grant to improve the reading skills of  low
achieving 1st grade students by holding regular Parent/Child sessions. The goal will be to create a
supportive atmosphere to increase parental involvement in the reading education of these
struggling students.

Frances Poris at Noank School also targets home involvement by working to improve how
families develop and encourage literacy in their homes. The grant will be used to purchase “Book
Nooks,” which include books at specific reading levels, stuffed animals that coordinate with the
books and pamphlets published by the Connecticut Statewide Family Literacy Initiative. The
school will provide informational meetings for parents and will train parents how to read with
their children and how to use the materials provided.

The GEF is pleased to be able to provide resources for educators in areas that are so very
important for achieving the goals of our public and private schools.

This fall, the Groton Education Foundation welcomed two directors to its Board;  Jane Brannegan
of Mystic and Mildred Carlson of Groton. Both have long ties to Groton and a sincere interest in
improving the education of our children.  They have been involved in education both as teachers
and administrators. We know that they will be valuable assets to our organization.

I want to show my support for Groton’s teachers and librarians by helping to fund their
innovative learning projects.  I am enclosing my check for –

            $20___ $35___ $50___ $100___  Other___

Name       _________________________________

Address   _________________________________

      ____________________________________

 I’m interested in becoming a “friend” of the Groton Education Foundation

Please make checks payable to:

The Groton Education
Foundation
P.O. Box 825
Groton, CT 06340

Your donation is greatly appreciated and is deductible to the full extent allowed by law.  A receipt will be
provided to you.

GEF Welcomes New Directors


